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The History of Lydd Airport 
 
 
The Duke of Edinburgh officially opened Lydd airport on the 5th April 1956. It was the 
first new post WWII airport in the UK. 
At this time, a decade or so before the era of mass vacation travel and as wartime 
frugality was becoming a thing of the past, vehicle air ferries were gaining popularity. 
Several entrepreneurs realised that converted wartime bombers could transport both 
vehicles and their owners to Northern France, where they could commence leisurely 
motoring vacations, and that flying them there would avoid a long wait for sea ferries. 
 
Naturally these air-car ferries quickly became popular. One of the first pioneers was 
wing-walking commander Taffy Powell who set up Silver City Airways. On 7th July 
1948, Taffy made the first British civilian flight carrying a car from Lympne to Le 
Touquet, thereby opening a fascinating and innovative new chapter in British aviation. 
 
Silver City quickly became popular and it became apparent that a more suitable location 
needed to be found. Silver City quickly relocated to Lydd, which it called ‘Ferryfield’ 
airport basing its fleet of Bristol 170’s there.  
 
Between 1953 and 1957, 137,000 cars and half a million passengers flew with Silver City 
out of Lydd on their European adventures, making it one of the busiest airports in Britain. 
 
Transporting cars by air soon became unattractive when rapid cross channel hovercraft 
services, in addition to competitive roll on – roll off sea ferries rendered airfreight 
between the UK and France uneconomic. The last Bristol Freighter flew from Lydd in 
1970. 
 
Over the last three decades the airport has enjoyed mixed fortunes under various owners, 
principally as a General Aviation airport, for which it has built up a strong reputation. 
LAA has carried on its excellent tradition of catering for private and business aircraft.  
 
Over time Lydd’s significance faded. But we’ve come full circle and air travellers are 
again looking for the local airport with the local touch. The expansion proposals came 
just at the right time to tap into a growing market. 
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	Airport Operator:
	London Ashford Airport Ltd
	Romney Marsh
	Kent
	TN29 9QL
	Tel: 01797 322411
	Email: frontdesk@lydd-airport.co.uk
	Web: www.lydd-airport.co.uk
	Chairman: Air Marshall Clifford Spink
	Managing Director: Zaher Deir
	Marketing Director: Robin Gordon
	E: robin.gordon@lydd-airport.co.uk
	Marketing Manager: (FAL Aviation) Tim Gill
	E: tim.gill@lydd-airport.co.uk
	Marketing Executive: Natalie Bohane
	E: Natalie.bohane@lydd-airport.co.uk
	Public Relations Executive: Jo Oliver
	E: jo.oliver@lydd-airport.co.uk
	Staff:
	Current: 72
	On-going recruitment through development stages. Further 300
	Operational Hours: 0800-1900 daily, 24hr on request. Customs
	Airport Area: 122 ha
	Runway Statistics:
	Heading: 03/21,
	Length: 1,505m
	PCN 46/F/C/X/T
	Lighting: HI edge, ALS
	Current Runway length: 1,505m
	After runway extension figures will be as follows;
	Length: 1,799m plus 150m starter extension
	This will be a full 500m longer than the runway at London Ci
	Most popular business jets can operate from a runway of 1,80
	Airport Position:
	50’57’00”N
	000’56’00”E
	Elevation 3m (9ft)
	Air Traffic Control and Navigational Aids:
	Lydd is a full service international airport,
	NDB (Non-directional Beacon),
	DME (Distance Measuring Equipment)
	ILS (Instrument Landing System) – to help permit safe landin
	Safety and Security:
	Category 5 RFFS (Rescue and Fire Fighting Services)
	Annual Capacity:
	Currently: 300,000 with existing facilities
	Future: 500,000 with planning permission for new terminal bu
	Airport Services:
	2 check in desks,
	1 gate,
	250+ car parking spaces
	Restaurant, Bar, Cafeteria,
	Tourist Information Desk,
	Car rental available locally
	Taxi Service/rank,
	20 aircraft stands
	First Aid
	Executive jet handling through FAL
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	Jeff Sims, Leah Taylor or Lizzy Jerome -  Edwards Harvey PR 
	Edwards Harvey PR
	The Mill House
	Hollingworth Court
	Ashford Road
	Maidstone
	Kent
	ME14 5PP
	Tel : 01622 604600
	Fax: 01622 604647
	www.edwardsharvey.com
	Alternatively please contact;
	Jo Oliver – Public Relations Executive, Lydd Airport
	Lydd Airport,
	Romney Marsh
	Kent
	TN29 9QL
	Tel: 01797 322463
	Fax: 01797 32415
	Jo.oliver@lydd-airport.co.uk
	Natalie Bohane – Marketing Executive, Lydd Airport
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	Romney Marsh
	Kent
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